
        JANUARY 17, 2013       THE GLOBE LEADER       PG. 9

there�s a place for youthere�s a place for youthere�s a place for youthere�s a place for youthere�s a place for you

269 Cowden Rd � New Wilmington � 724-946-8706
www.theresaplaceforyou.com

Worship Service
Join us forJoin us forJoin us forJoin us forJoin us for...............

Sundays 10 am

Pastors Rob &
Mickey Cypher New Wilmington

Keeping It Light

The View from
South Central
By Michael A. Clark
Globe Leader Writer

I went to the store a day
after the New Year to get
cheese and lunch meat. My
final order, after
the low-sodium
American cheese
and high-sodium
olive loaf, was for
a high-end, very
thinly sliced rotis-
serie chicken;
looking at it in the glass case
made my mouth water. I
could almost see a master-
piece sandwich piled high
with savory chicken, creamy
cheese, lettuce, and mayon-
naise on a light, crusty roll. I
don’t eat raw tomatoes so
you’ll never find them on
one of my sandwiches. A
cold, kosher dill pickle al-
ways accompanies my cre-
ations. The sandwich fan-
tasy heightened the good
mood that I was already in.
Yes, food, and the very
thought of it, can pep me up.

I chuckled when I asked
for a half pound of the
juicy chicken, and told the
lady behind the deli counter
that I was tired of baked
ham, and dry, flavorless
turkey that was often set
before me throughout the
holiday. I thought she
would commiserate and
smile, knowingly. She
glared at me as if to say,
“Just order the meat and
keep it to yourself, bub.”
Talk about your post-holi-
day lunchmeat traumatic
stress disorder. Geesh.

To be fair, maybe I
imagined an attitude that
was not there. She had her
story, too. I was trying to
conjure a smile from
someone who clearly was
not in the mood for frivol-
ity. Perhaps her seasonal
hours at the store had
crushed the good will out
of her. After all, the great
demand for deli products
during the holiday season
can be overwhelming for
those who have to cut,
slice, chop, roll, and neatly
layer for party trays and
festive boxes. All this on top
of the crushing throngs
milling about the deli case
drawing numbers, and im-
patiently waiting for indi-
vidual orders, can quickly
wither a positive mood.

Being the patient and
compassionate man that I
am, I shuffled away and al-

lowed her to wallow in her
gloominess. I understood,
but I still think, given a little

more time, I could
have made her
smile. I thought that
was possible be-
cause she was an
adult and I assumed
she was rational, un-
like the teenagers I

ribbed and cajoled at our
early morning family break-
fasts many years ago. My
jocular performances did
nothing but enrage the little
monsters. They seldom
smiled anyway so I didn’t
blame myself for the fail-
ure to lighten their mood.

A couple of days later, a
cashier at another store tal-
lied my order and said,
“Nineteen fifteen.” I told her
that 1915 was a very good
year; it was the year I was
born. Okay, I know that was
weak. I was looking for a
smile that implied she knew
better, especially since she
was looking right at me. Her
blank gaze implied, instead,
that she thought it was actu-
ally possible that I could be
ninety-seven years old.
Come on, I’ve got my hard-
earned wrinkles, but this
lady couldn’t distinguish
slight wrinkles from deep,
ninety seven year old ridges
and folds. Either that or she
just didn’t think I was funny.
I didn’t, either. Being funny
wasn’t my intent; I wanted
to make the transaction more
personal, a little lighter. I
mean, where did all the holi-
day cheer go?

Sometimes when I’m
being serious, I find my
wife laughing at me. When
I’m trying to be funny, she
often stares and raises an
eyebrow. This leads me to
wonder if I should be more
serious with my approach
to lightening people’s
moods. My attempts to be
stern can be very funny.

It would take a lot of
radical change and practice
to curb my instinct to draw
people out with my silli-
ness. I don’t think I’ll
even consider it.

It has been said (by
whom, I do not know)
that the smile that lights
the face will also warm
the heart.  Trying to
warm hearts seems like a
worthy pursuit.
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Heather Allen are currently
accepting new patients.  To
make an appointment for a
complimentary consulta-
tion* to see if your case is
one that’s likely to be helped
by chiropractic care, call
(724) 946-2722 or come

by Mistretta Chiroprac-
tic at 119 South Chest-
nut Street in New
Wilmington .

*Sorry offer not valid for
Medicare or other feder-
ally funded programs.
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Personalized vision care for
the entire family

Now accepting patients

The PMEA District 5 Band concert will be held on Saturday, January 26th at
Butler Intermediate High School in Butler, PA. Jarod Forsythe, French horn,
and Elizabeth Deemer, flute will be participating in this event, along with
Justin Krupa, tuba, Josh Bonnici, trumpet, and Lydia Booher, French horn.
The mission of the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association is to advance
music education by encouraging excellence in the study, teaching and
making of music. Congratulations to these outstanding musicians on their
selection and participation in these events! Pictured are: (L-R) Back row -
Justin Krupa, Jarod Forsythe, and Lydia Booher. Front row - Josh Bonnici,
and Elizabeth Deemer.

All-Star Musicians!
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Saturday, January 19,
2013 is a day you need to
set aside! It is Winterfest
at Moraine! The event will
be held from 11 am to 4
pm at McDanel’s Launch
on the North Shore.

Many free winter activi-
ties may be enjoyed, in-
cluding snowshoeing, dog
sleds, music, a chili cook-
off, ice skating, kid’s ac-
tivities, refreshments, ice
fishing, and more.

Dress for the weather.
Activi t ies depend on
weather, but it will be a
fun day either way! For
more information, or to
register for the chi l i
cook-off  v is i t
w w w . m o r a i n e
preservationfund.org.

Moraine State Park also
offers a wide variety of
winter recreation from sun-
rise to sunset everyday.
Moraine has a host of ways
to enjoy the winter!

Have a great winter and
Happy New Year!

Winter Fest
And Fun At

Moraine
State Park


